ADVENTUROUS TRAVELLER

has pleased many people to describe as comprehensive.
Perhaps this is not so surprising after all, seeing how
miserable is the treatment of the fine arts in England,

We do not feel the force of Fletcher of Saltoun's
famous saying which, in effect, was that so long as a
country had good song-writers, its law-makers could go
hang. To the majority that opinion is sheer nonsense.
The majority is wrong, hopelessly wrong. It is not too
much to say that in a country of India's magnitude and
complexity, no satisfactory political solution can ever be
found which does not take full account of the creative
force of her arts. Yet, at the present moment, little is
done to further their development or even to encourage
their continuance. If there is a demand for the products
of Indian arts and crafts in the world, it can create no
corresponding supply in the present state of affairs.
How many people realise the range of those arts and
crafts ? To the average Englishman the very term
"arts and crafts" is an invitation to make fun. It means
a piece of sackcloth with painted stripes.

Here is a list of only a few of those Indian crafts which
have managed to survive in spite of apathy and lack of
proper control: carving of ivory, carving of wood,
cutting of stone, weaving of silk by hand, working in
metals, in lacquer and in lace, embroidery, weaving of
carpets, the numerous branches of pottery and of
jewellery. As for drawing and painting, the innate
talent of the people of India can never be hidden.
Taste in colour arrangement is displayed by poor as
well as rich women. In Bombay the decorative instinct
is clearly apparent in the ~SLangolL At festival times
these are executed by boys and women in coloured
powders on the thresholds of their houses. Lamps are
lit at night so that passers-by can see the pictures. A
casual survey of the Rjangplz would.perhaps suggest that
they offered no stronger evidence of artistic instinct
than the exhibits of our Western pavement-artists. It
is in the villages of Western India that these domestic
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